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Ecology

INTRODUCTION
There are three species of vole in
the U.K with two subspecies of
common vole found on the islands
of Guernsey and Orkney. Here we
will consider the Field vole and
Bank vole. They are both
widespread and common through
out the U.K and they both have a
conservation status of Least
Concern.

IDENTIFICATION
They are both very similar in
appearance but the differences
are:
Field vole - Longer dark brown
fur, small ears and a short tail.
Bank vole - are deep chestnut
colour with a lighter underside,
blunt nose and their tail is less
than half the length of their body.

DIET
Both voles have a similar diet,
grasses, roots, fruit, insects and
earthworms, however the field
vole will also eat bark during
the winter months.

THEIR IMPORTANCE
Voles are hugely important
within the ecosystem as many
predators depend on them as a
food source. Everything from
Owls - tawny and barn - to pine
martens, foxes, stoats & even
snakes all rely on voles.

Head-body length: both 8-12 cm
Tail length: Field - over a third of
their body, Bank - less than half
Weight Adult: 14 - 45g
Lifespan: 18 months to 2 years.

HABITAT
As their names would suggest
they normally like fields and
banks but they both like
hedgerows and tussocky grass
fields as well. Both species are
found on the EPIC site and have
been trapped regularly.
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Conservation

ISSUES
There are a number of problems
facing Voles today Agricultural practices
Habitat Loss
Pesticide use

SIGNS TO LOOK
FOR
Look out for:
Runs through vegetation and
leaf little can sometimes be seen
- pull back the long grass to look
underneath and you may see
the trodden paths they use
regularly.
Nut shells - look to see how the
hole has been formed. If it is a
round hole with visible teeth
marks around the edge but no
scratch marks then a vole is the
culprit.
Droppings - look in places like
along river banks, along their
runs. Often green in colour and
very small oval shapes, usually
in little piles.
Holes - are tiny and often
hidden under grasses, brambles
and other vegetation.
Nest - consist of finely chewed
grasses in a slight depression in
the ground or base of tussocks.

FACT
Field voles are tracked by birds of
prey, especially Kestrels, using
ultra violet. They mark their
runways using a strong scent to
warn off other voles, however this
marking is visible in the ultra
violet part of the spectrum which
is also visible to many birds of
prey.
Field voles make up about 45% of
Barn owl diet and is known to be
their favourite prey.

