
O T T E R
Lutra lutra

Otters have a varied diet which includes

fish, eels and frogs which are especially

prised by the cubs. They have also been

known to take water birds such as

morehen and coots & even rabbits.

 

There is considerable conflict between

otters, fishermen & anglers as everyone is

after the same thing - fish! 

After the dramatic population decline it

became apparent that the otters needed

protection. They are now fully

protected under the Wildlife &

Countryside Act (1981), the EU Habitats

Directive and the Convention on

International Trade in Endangered

Species (CITES). They are also a priority

species in the UK Biodiversity Action

Plan (BAP) 

H A B I T A T
If there are Otters present in an

ecosystem, the ecosystem is complete,

healthy and sustainable. They are the

ultimate sign that everything is right in

the river.

Otters require clean rivers with an

abundant, varied supply of food and

plenty of bank-side vegetation cover to

lie up during the day and hide their holts. 

They also require large stretches of river,

some are known to use as much as 50

kilometers and travel long distances

between river systems.

They are also known to exploit coastal

areas where food is plentiful but they

must always have access to fresh water.

There are no local populations with

connectivity to the EPIC site, therefore it

is unlikely we will ever see them

swimming in Broadwater Brook.

I D E N T I F I C A T I O N
These creatures are perfectly adapted

to a semi-aquatic life with their

webbed feet and long muscular tail.
 

Head-body length:  60-100 cm

Tail length:  30-56 cm

Weight Adult:  6-10 kg

Lifespan:  Maximum 10 years

I N T R O D U C T I O N
Otter populations crashed between the

1950s and 1980s and came close to

extinction. This dramatic decline was

linked to the accumulating effect of

organochlorine pesticides, hunting and

persecution. They are considered to be

least concern, IUCN Red list, as their

population is fragmented however, in

some areas their range is once again

expanding.

D I E T

Ecology



O T T E R
Lutra lutra

Holts: very well hidden under

vegetation, possibly with a slide into the

water.

Footprints are about 6 cm in width,

have 4-5 toes with short claws.

Spraints: 

look in obvious places - along bridges,

exposed rocks, logs

then give it a sniff! Otter spraints

smell "sweet" and musky not unlike

jasmine tea

normally dark in colour

size varies from a small blob to 10cm

look for fish scales and bones

Don't confuse them with Mink - Otters

are larger & swim with just their head

and neck above the water while Mink

swim with much more of their body

exposed.

Due to the secretive nature of Otters you

are unlikely to actually see them.

However, there are several notable signs

to look for on a river bank indicating their

presence:

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1980s when local populations were

severely depleted, a re-introduction

program carried out by the Otter Trust

released 117 captive bred otters mainly

around East Anglia, with varying success.

By the end of the 1990s there was good

evidence that the natural population was

recovering and therefore no further re-

introductions were necessary.

S I G N S  T O  L O O K

F O R

I S S U E S

Poor river management

Road traffic accidents

Habitat loss

Lack of connectivity

Pollution

Persicution

There are a number of problems facing

otters today - 

R E S E A R C H
Continued research into Otter populations

and recovery is on going with genetics

playing an important role.

There are many citizen science projects

asking people to register Otter sightings,

including dead ones. Cardiff University

asks for dead animals so they can look at

DNA extracted from muscle tissue to

explore the genetic structure of the UK

otter population.

Registering sighting is very important for

a better understanding of otters in the UK

& how their populations are recovering. 

Conservation


