HARVEST MOUSE
Micromys minutus

Ecology

INTRODUCTION

DIET

Harvest mice are the smallest
rodent in Europe and the only
British mammal to have a
prehensile tail. Their conservation
status is considered to be Near
Threatened due to a considerable
decline in the last 40 years. The
majority of recorded sightings
have been in southern and eastern
England.

Harvest mice are generally
vegetarians eating grass seeds,
fruit, berries and grain but they
have been recorded eating
insects and grubs during the
winter.

IDENTIFICATION
They are small. Very small. Their
coats are gingery red, sometimes
with a hint of yellow, with a
white underside. They have tiny
hairy ears and a blunt nose. Not
often seen.

THEIR IMPORTANCE
As with all rodents, harvest
mouse have a very important
roll to play in the food chain pretty much everything eats
them. Their main preditors are
barn owls, stoats, weasels and
crows but being so small they
are a tasty treat for almost
anything.

Head-body length: 5-8 cm
Tail length: 5-8 cm
Weight Adult: 4-8g
Lifespan: 18 months, if lucky!!

HABITAT
Traditionally found in cornfields,
but also found in reed beds, tall
tussocky grasslands and along
hedges.
They are found on the EPIC site
along hedges and within the
neighbouring reed beds.
Hopefully the new hedgerows
connecting all corners of the site
will allow the population to
expand.

HARVEST MOUSE
Micromys minutus

Conservation

ISSUES

RESEARCH

There are a number of problems
facing Harvest mice today Farming practices
Climate change
Pesticide use
Habitat loss

Very little is know about these
tiny creatures. It is only in recent
years that research has started and
sightings recorded.
Our very own "Helping Hands For
Harvest Mouse" team are in the for
front of this research. Looking at
population dynamics, genetic
structure and habitat use is all
essential information required to
reverse the population decline and
ensure the stability of the species.

SIGNS TO LOOK
FOR
Look out for:
Nests - check the stalk zone of
vegetation at about 30 cm above
ground level to over a meter.
Look for a neatly woven ball of
shredded grass from a golf ball
to a tennis ball size. Look to see
it is attached to the vegetation
stand and not loose. Be patient!!
They are hard to find and it
takes awhile to get your eye in.
They are only active in the stalk
zone of long grasses, reeds and
brambles.

Harvest mice are a BAP
(Biodiversity Action Plan) Species
as a result of their dramatic
decline over recent years. This
status means they require
conservation plans to reverse the
decline.

