BADGERS
Meles meles

Ecology

INTRODUCTION
Badgers are one of the U.Ks most
iconic mammals. They are
instantly recognisable and
familiar to everyone. They have
adapted well to the urban
environment and can reguarly be
seen in gardens and parks. Their
conservation status is considered
to be of Least Concern.

IDENTIFICATION

DIET
Badgers are often found
digging up lawns and
recreational grounds as they
hunt for earthworms, grubs,
leather jackets and other
insects. They also regularly
eat berries, seeds and fruit.
They will raid bumblebee
nests and have been known
to take hedgehogs.

Their black and white faces are
iconic They have short powerful
legs and strong claws which are
used for digging.
Head-body length: 65-80 cm
Tail length: 12-17 cm
Weight Adult: 8-12 kg
Lifespan: 7-8 years, can be up to 16
years.

HABITAT

Badgers have their own law
protecting both the animal and
their setts. The 1992 The
Protection of Badgers Act.

Badgers are now seen
regularly in both the urban
environment and the wider
countryside.
They are present on the EPIC
site with a main sett just off
site and several outliers found
in hedgerows along the tracks.
Their feeding signs, footprints
and snuffle holes are regularly
seen.

BADGERS
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Conservation

ISSUES
There are a number of problems
facing badgers today Illegal persecution
Construction
Road traffic incidents
Culling as part of TB prevention

SIGNS TO LOOK
FOR
Even when the animal is not about
there are signs to look out for:
Runs through vegetation that
are U shaped, as badgers have
short legs and wide bodies.
Hair - their fur often gets
caught on fences and brambles,
if the hair doesn't roll between
your fingers - it's badger!!
Their setts are in a side ways D
shape and wider than tall.
Main setts will have anything
up to 50 holes and can cover a
large area.
Latrines - look for a dug pit with
a lot of flies about.
Footprint - Look for the five
(sometimes 4) toes in a line with
a broad foot.

RESEARCH
As badgers are relatively easy to
find, identify and watch they have
been subject to considerable
research over the years.
Some research centres, like the
Keel University, Wild CRU Badger
project, ZSL have been conducting
research programs for over 30
years.
Most recent studies have been
based around the Badger/Cattle
conflict and the posibility that
badgers pass TB to cattle.

