April Wildflower ID Quiz

Email your answers to linda.kerrison@oart.org.uk
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Common Fumitory
A scrambling plant with
small, much-divided,
grey-green leaves &
crimson-tipped, pink
flowers.
This plant is common,
found scrambling over
arable fields & on waste
ground where the soil has
been disturbed.
Historically it has been
used to treat medical
ailments, however it is
actually poisonous!!
It can be found on the
EPIC site.

Garlic Mustard
Smooth, hairless,
heart-shaped leaves similar to nettles but
when crushed they smell
of garlic!! The flowers
are small, white and have
four petals appearing at
the end of the stems. It is
common across the UK in
shady places, along
hedgerows and woodland
edges.
The leaves can be used in
salads when young, from
september until the
flowers appear.

Lords & Ladies
Also known as - Devils &
Angels, Adam & Eve,
Cuckoo-pint, Snakes
Head. It has large,
arrow-shaped leaves, and
leaf-like flower heads
that curl around a long
inner spike carrying tiny,
yellow flowers which
produce the
characteristic bright red
berries. It is shade loving
and commonly seen in
woodlands and
hedgerows.

Common Water
Crowfoot
Often seen floating in
streams, ponds & ditches
it creates a mat of white,
five-petalled flowers with
a yellow centre. The
floating leaves are
circular & lobed whereas
the submerged leaves are
segmented. This is a
member of the buttercup
family, Ranunculus &
common throughout the
UK. It was one of the first
emergent plants seen in
the new river.

Germander Speedwell
This low-growing plant
has bright, four petaled,
blue flowers with a white
centre which form on
upright spikes. Also look
for two rows of long
white hairs on opposite
sides of its stem.
This flower was
considered a good luck
charm for travellers and
considered to speed them
on their way.
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Bugle
A low-growing, creeping
plant. It has large oval
leaves at its base,
forming a rosette which
becomes smaller moving
up the flower spike. The
deep blue, purple flowers
resemble skirted ladies in
between the leaves.
It can be found carpeting
damp grasslands, scrub
and woodland clearings,
flowering between april
& July when it attracts
white-tailed bumblebees,
green-veined white
butterflies & Silver Y
moths.

Greater Stitchwort
Also known as Star-of-Bethlehem,
Daddy’s-shirt-buttons &
Wedding cakes - this five
petaled, white flower is
deeply notched and
almost divided in two,
measuring 2-3cm across.
Its green leaves are
grass-like in appearance
and its brittle stems are
square.
It’s important in
wildflower meadows as it
is a food source for Marsh
Pugs, Plain clary and
Yellow underwing
months.

Common Mouse-Ear
This common arable
“weed” is low growing
with tiny, white,
five-petalled flowers. Its
leaves are dark green and
covered with white hairs.
It is common throughout
the UK flowering
between April and
September. Look out for
it in grassy areas and
disturbed habitats
including meadows,
pastures and verges.
It is a very valuable food
source for insects with a
plentiful supply of
nectar.

Herb Robert
This plant again has five
petals but this time pink
on reddish stems. The
leaves are deeply
divided, lobed & often
hairy. They also produce
a strong, unpleasant
mousy smell!
Look for it almost
anywhere but especially
in shady areas, it is
common and widespread,
flowering between May &
September.

Wood Sorrel
This plant has distinctive
leaves. They are trefoil
shaped, flat during the
day which fold up at
night into a tent. The
flowers are white with
tiny purple veins and five
petals. These also close
up in the shade.
This delicate plant, as
the name suggests, is
found in woodlands and
hedgerows. Flowering in
April and May.
This plant is an indicator
of ancient woodlands in
Central & Southern
England.

