How’s your bug knowledge?

Email your answers to linda.kerrison@oart.org.uk

1. Who’s this fella?

2. What is this?

3. What’s this chap?

4. This one’s a bit tricky

5. These just go in circles

Great Diving Beetle
This is one of the UKs
largest diving beetles
found in ponds and
slow-moving water. It is
blackish-green in colour
with a yellow border.
It is a voracious predator
known to hunt tadpoles
and even small fish!

Caddisfly
There are almost 200
species of caddisfly in the
UK. Although they
resemble moths they
differ in that they have a
very fine coating of hair
on their wings rather
than scales.
They form a key part of
the diet of fish, such as
salmon and trout and are
frequently used as
models for the artificial
flies used in fishing.

Crane Fly
These distinctive insects
have a slender
mosquito-like body and
extremely long legs. They
range in size from tiny to
3cm and are harmless.
There are over 300
species in the UK. As
adults they live only a
few days.

Stonefly
Usually gray, black or
brown these flies are
hard to spot. They have
narrow dark wings which
fold flat over their
bodies, long antennae
and two stout tail
bristles. They can usually
be seen from April to
June.
The nymphs require
highly oxygenated and
unpolluted water and
considered to be an
indicator of good water
quality.

Whirligig Beetle
Easily identified when
seen circling on the
water’s surface. It is a
shiny black beetle with
orange legs.
They eat small
invertebrates that fall
onto the water’s surface
and can be seen all year
round.

6. A nice easy one

7. Any ideas?

8. What about this one?

9. Who’s this?

10. And finally….

Dragonfly
A very distinctive
invertebrate easily
identified. They have a
large robust body, very
large eyes and two pairs
of wings. There are about
30 species in the UK,
start looking out for them
in April.
The dragonfly spends
most of its life in its
larval stage. The nymphs
can take up to 5 years to
develop but this is
dependent on water
temperature and food
supply.

Alder fly
Identified by the long,
filamentous antennae
and delicately veined
wings that it folds over
the body like a tent. It is
usually blackish in colour.
They are distinguished
from a stonefly by the
lack of any tail bristles.
The adults emerge in
early summer in large
numbers and live for just
a few days.
They require 1-2 years to
become an adult capable
of reproduction.

Lesser Water Boatman
Named as it uses its legs
rather like oars to swim.
The lesser water
boatman swim on their
fronts unlike the greater
water boatman which
swim on their backs hence now called
backswimmers.
The lesser water
boatman is herbivorous,
eating algae and detritus.
To attract a mate the
males “sing” much like a
grasshopper. The song
can be heard during the
summer, especially at
night.

Mayfly
Known as “Olives” to
fishermen, these delicate
insects have broad, clear
wings which they hold
vertically when closed,
very short antennae and
up to three fine tail
bristles. There are 51
species in the UK and
they are on the wing
from April till September.
When the adults hatch,
sometimes in their
hundreds, they have a
very short life during
which they display and
breed. Many species do
not feed as adults.

Damselfly
Similar to dragonflies but
smaller, slimmer bodies,
most fold their wings
along the body when
resting, their eyes do not
touch at the top of their
heads. There are over 20
species found in the UK
and they can be seen
from April to September.
They are indiscriminate
feeders except for one
family,
Pseudostigmatidae,
which have developed to
pluck spiders directly
from their webs.

