EPIC PROJECT
SITING AND CARING FOR YOUR BIRD BOX
(AND ITS INHABITANTS!)
Placement:
Find the right bird-friendly spot for your box. Ideally, it will be under the eaves of
your house or on high on a wall or tree, well away from curious cats or foxes!
The box will need to be at least 3 metres (10 feet) from the ground, facing
somewhere between north and east to avoid it getting too hot or wet. Avoid placing
it in direct sunlight and don't put it over a doorway or well-used path.
Nesting birds will start house-hunting in spring but may also use it for shelter in
the winter. Birds are sensitive to disturbance at the nest so watch from a distance.
You may be lucky to see them raising several broods or even catch some chicks
fledging!
Aftercare:
Dirty bird houses can harbor rodents, insects, mites, fungus, bacteria, feathers
and bird droppings, so it is important that you clean your bird house.
When cleaning your nest box at the end of each breeding season (autumn) check
the paint and if it is peeling or has chipped repaint as necessary. This will help
keep your bird house in good condition and lasting longer.
If you are not sure whether your bird box is empty or not then gently tap the sides
and listen for cheeps or movement. If birds are still present then wait another
week before checking again.
To clean your bird house firstly open by taking out the roof screws. Remove all the
old nesting material and scrape out any droppings. Dispose of carefully in a sealed
plastic bag to prevent the spread of any parasites.
Scrub the bird house thoroughly with a weak bleach solution – approximately one
part bleach to nine parts water. Alternatively use boiling water. Make sure you
scrub right into the corners and round the entrance hole/lip.
Rinse the bird house in fresh running water to remove all traces of bleach and dry
for several hours in the sun. This will break down any remaining chlorine as well
as ensuring there are no damp crevices where mildew can grown.
Reassemble your bird box securely and make sure all screws and joints are tight.

