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Project Officer Report
Since the AGM there has been a lot of movement on projects for OART to develop and/or lead in partnerships with other conservation
organisations and individually. There are a number of habitat creation projects which are moving forward. These include wet woodland
creation at two sites along the Ouse, both of which are being funded through the Forestry Commission (FC) Woodland Creation Grant.
One project is at the confluence of the Ouse and the Cockhaise Brook where we are working in partnership with the Woodland Trust to
create not only 1.3ha of woodland but also a wading bird scrape. This scrape has been designed internally by one of our committee members (Mark Davis) and will be implemented by the farms contracted digger driver. The scrape creation should be undertaken during early
October with planting scheduled for November 2012.
The other site is at Sheffield Park where the MORPH project has re-connected the old meandering course of the river through Spring
Meadow, creating an island which will become woodland through an FC grant. Consents have been applied for in conjunction with this
project as we need to plant closer than the statutory 8m from each bank. The grant application has been filed with OART acting as agents
in this project and planting is expected to be undertaken in December 2012.
In addition another opportunity has arisen to create approximately 3 acres of Woodland around Buxted and this opportunity has been
passed to the TrUck (Trees on the Uck) team who have funding specifically to create wet woodland as part of a wider scale flood alleviation
project. OART will be working closely with the TrUck team in the implementation of this project.
OART has also just signed a collaborative agreement with the Environment Agency. This is to begin leading a landscape scale project on
the Bevern Stream. With the funding secured we aim to maximise the potential of the lower end of the Bevern Stream and to investigate
the creation of backwater and refuge habitats for coarse fish along with wetland feature creation (scrapes etc) and additional habitat enhancements. This project is currently undergoing a feasibility study in order to establish the issues around sediment movement in the area
and ensure that minimal ongoing maintenance is required. Although this is a collaborative project between OART and the Environment
Agency we have further enlisted the help of the South East Water Project Officer (Simon Lohrey) to monitor water quality and sediment
loading and another Ouse Project Officer (Prim DuPlessis) to assist with farm management strategies and ensuring longevity to the work
being undertaken. Although in its early stages it is expected that ground works will begin in Spring 2013 and further updates will be posted.
Unfortunately the DEFRA catchment restoration round of funding for October has been put back until March 2013. This has had a limiting
effect on some of our larger scale projects in terms of delivery times. We continue to liaise with landowners and fishing clubs regarding
potential large scale landscape projects on the Cockhaise Brook and the Bevern catchment as a whole with a view to applying for funds
once they become re-available.
I have also been approached by Isfield Angling Club and Buxted Park Hotel regarding a project to create a reed bed in one of the hotel
lakes. This locally and nationally rare habitat would form good cover for fish in the lake as well as providing additional habitat opportunities
for birds and mammals such as water voles. I have received unconfirmed sightings in the area (a recent MORPH ecological survey picked
up evidence that Water Voles had historically been using the area but no recent signs were found). At this stage investigation into consents
for the project are being undertaken and it is expected that the project will begin in spring 2013.
In August we started our river habitat surveys of the Uck. Mark Davis went out to various locations in order to begin data collection but was
hindered by the extensive presence of Himalayan Balsam across the catchment which prevented getting anywhere near the river banks.
We have subsequently put this on hold until November when access to the banks will be easier and data collection can begin. The Sussex
Biodiversity Record Centre have provided detailed maps of the entire catchment along with an electronic form for ease of inputting data
into GIS maps.
I have also been speaking to other institutions regarding projects within our catchment and one of these is the Zoological Society of London
(ZSL) regarding taking their community based eel project which is currently being undertaken in the Thames catchment and beginning to
implement it on the Ouse or Adur. In partnership with the EA (who undertake eel monitoring) we are looking at suitable sites and we have
decided that the Adur would be a better catchment to set this up as there is little current monitoring being undertaken. It is hoped to have
site visits with ZSL over the coming months and to have a project implemented in 2013. This will give a good opportunity to get community
involvement in eel monitoring programmes which aim to establish the recruitment rate of eels into the Adur.
Finally, a project has been started in conjunction with University of Brighton to look at the seed dispersal in flood waters of the highly invasive Himalayan Balsam. This plant has swamped river catchments across the country and in certain areas has moved away from river banks into woodland
habitats. This project hopes to establish patterns of seed dispersal through capturing seeds and
analysing their genetic components. Again this is in its early stages and it is hoped that we can grow
this project into something beneficial not only for the Ouse & Adur but for other river catchments as
well.
As you can see we are busy developing and instigating a variety of projects across the catchment
which will be of benefit to multiple taxonomic groups both riverine and terrestrial. Further updates
will be posted on the website and in the next newsletter. In the meantime, if you have any queries
please contact me: peter.king@oart.org.uk
PETER KING

Middle Ouse Restoration of Physical Habitats - MORPH:
The recent spell of wet weather has not helped the MORPH project to keep to its original schedule. However, one of the good things about
running multiple projects at the same time is that there is always something which can be done at one of the sites!
To date the project upstream of Sheffield Park, where a new meander is being created, has been a great success. Although work has had
to stop for a couple of weeks the new channel has been excavated and a ford crossing is about half complete. The areas of bare ground
which have been created through the placement of excavated soil are starting to re-grow and additional wildflower seeding is planned for
the coming weeks.
A number of the OART committee visited the site in late September and the response to the works was excellent. As with all these projects
lessons have been learnt from previous works and those lessons implemented into the design and construction of this meander.
The Buxted Park Project has commenced and the majority of the weir has been removed (hopefully all of it by the time you read this). This
finalises the works for the OART DEFRA project which we have been working on for the past two years. The MORPH contractors will start
stabilising the banks with willow spilling in November and gravel seeding will be undertaken at the same time. As part of this project the
footpath had to be closed although to date all communication coming through indicates that this has not caused major problems but a lot of
interest in the site is being generated.
Following some technical details regarding the size of rocks to be used in the creation of the Sharp’s Bridge rock ramp we expect now to
have started this project on 15th October. This is a very simple project to drown out the bridge culvert on the western side of the bridge and
subject to dry weather should be completed with 4-5 weeks from the start date. The same can be said about East Mascalls where the start
date has been put back a couple of weeks due to delays at other sites and should be commencing around the time this is published.
So with the success of these projects and the continuing positive feedback from landowners and stakeholders we are now beginning the
process of re-consulting on the next phase of MORPH which is looking at more complicated projects at Isfield Weir (Sutton Hall), Anchor
Sluice (Barcombe) and the final upstream Sheffield Park works. Following the initial consultation period the options have been rounded
down at all these sites to one or two options which we are now consulting on with landowners.
Adur Restoration of Physical Habitat Action - ARPHA:
The initial consultation for the 6 proposed ARPHA projects (Twineham x 2, Shipley x 2, Shermanbury and Partridge Green) have been all
but completed (there are a couple of people who still need to be spoken to). The ecological surveys have been undertaken at all sites as
have topographical surveys. The next stage is for the project team to sit down and go through all this information before deciding on the
appropriate options to begin taking forward. A couple of these projects are very simple and it is hoped that work can commence following
the completion of the MORPH projects.
Further updates are posted on the website – www.oart.org.uk and will appear in the next newsletter.
Peter King - Project Officer MORPH/ARPHA
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Every month we produce a report based on the results of the chemical analysis of water samples
collected from the 11 locations in the River Ouse catchment. This can be viewed in full on our website.
The values shown in the following graphs are the values measured this month and the threshold lines
indicate those values set by OART They differ from the EU mandatory values but are what we think can
be reasonably expected.
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Comment on the results for October 2012
"Testing on 7 October was carried out after a moderate spate the previous day following heavy rainfall. The EA Rivers Level web site
showed a peak flow at Uckfield at midday on 6 October, and above average levels at Barcombe Mills. Water samplers reported moderate
to heavy flows on the tidal stretches, with turbid to very turbid appearance. Moderate to strong flows were reported upstream, with much
clearer appearance. Water temperatures varied from 8.8⁰C at Tickerage Stream to 13.7⁰C at Plumpton Mill.
R. Ouse results were quite good this month, no-doubt helped by the high flows during the previous 24 hours. The higher flows resulted in
greater turbidity, being high at the four tidal sites and at Plumpton Mill (Gote Stream, a significant tributary of Plumpton Mill Stream, above
lake at Plumpton Mill). Dissolved oxygen levels were generally moderate to good, phosphate low to moderate and ammonia low to moderate, with the exception of the high value at Southease. Nitrate levels were moderate at all sites although noticeably higher at tidal locations.
Turbidity in freshwater stretches was up on last month, particularly at Plumpton Mill, but not as high as the values recorded at the lower
tidal stretches. pH and conductivity values were all within acceptable limits.
Results on main River Uck this month were spoilt by low dissolved oxygen levels. Nutrient levels were, however, low to moderate in all
cases. This suggests that run-off from the spate may have contained material with high chemical oxygen demand and the nutrients contained low P and N. Results for Tickerage and Framfield streams were much better with >84% dissolved oxygen and low to moderate P
and N. All other parameters measured for main R. Uck and tributaries were within acceptable limits, with turbidity up a bit on last month as
expected for the tail end of a spate."
WFD High Status given for ammonia in Framfield and the Good Overall Status.
The two River Ouse tributaries at Ketches Lane and Ann Wood Beck were also reported to be running clear with moderate flows. Ketches
Lane tributary had a high ammonia level together with a moderate phosphate level. Dissolved oxygen, however was essentially 100%. The
Ketches Lane results were a slight improvement on those for June. All readings for Ann Wood Beck were excellent reflecting the WFD
Good Overall Status given for the stream and a big improvement on the June results when measurement showed almost 2 mg per litre of
ammonia.
Water levels of the four tidal stretches of River Ouse were reported to be high. With the tide running in the water was fairly clear although
measured turbidity was high at Willey’s Bridge and Southease. All showed moderate or low dissolved oxygen levels but all had low levels
of ammonia – apart from Southease where the chloride concentration (salinity 30 PSU) interfered with the reagent to the extent that no
reading was possible. The reading for dissolved oxygen at Southease should also be treated with caution. The low dissolved oxygen at
Hamsey and Willey’s Bridge and high phosphate at Hamsey suggest the ingress of a polluting substance somewhere downstream at a
point perhaps below Southease.
The results of our tests are updated every month and published on our website www.oart.org.uk/waterquality/monthly-report.htm

September - Annual Rainfall
100

94

80

78

69

50

60

Observations
September's rainfall was 78 mm,
slightly more than the average of
57.3 mm.

37
35

40

31

31

27

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

0
mm

10

2003

20

Remarkably, 71.4 mm of that rain
fell in the four days from the 23rd to
the 26th.

ADUR NEWS
Horton Landfill Site Landscaping
Good news from the Adur Valley where one of the two big eyesores in the valley is starting to disappear. The Horton landfill site ceased
operations last year and is now being covered with topsoil. Although it will take some time to complete the process, patches of grass are
starting to appear and ‘Mount Horton’ as some locals now refer to it, is starting to blend into the landscape. An area of the site adjacent to
the riverbank was grassed over several years ago and is now used for sheep grazing, giving an impression of what the whole site might
eventually look like. The only reminders that it was part of the landfill are the gas collection pipes which feed landfill gas to a 3.5 megawatt
generating plant which supplies electricity to the National Grid. These emit a clanking noise which is rather annoying for walkers along the
riverbank, but at least they are an indication that our waste is at last being put to some good use.
The site was originally a clay pit which supplied the valley’s other big eyesore, the Shoreham Cement Works at Upper Beeding. At low
tide you can still make out the remains of the wharf where the clay barges docked for loading for the trip down the river. There have been
numerous proposals for re-development of the Cement Works site, none of which have come to fruition. The latest is for an Eden Project
style development. Local residents are not holding their breath.
Rampion Windfarm Environmental Consultation
OART representatives have been taking part in the consultation process for the proposed Rampion
Windfarm off the coast of Sussex. The Trust’s main interest is the route of the cable that will connect the windfarm to the National Grid. It will come ashore in East Worthing at Brooklands Park
and northwards on to the South Downs, then east into the Adur Valley. The preferred route takes it
under the River Adur at Erringham, over the South Downs to the west of Upper Beeding and then
northwards to Bolney. This will take it across many tributaries of the Adur including the Woods Mill
stream, finally crossing the western arm of the Adur at Twineham before joining an extended substation at Bolney. The cable will be laid underground for all of its route and Horizontal Directional
Drilling (HDD)will be used for major crossings of roads and the river. Elsewhere trench and backfill
will be used. Where HDD is not used, streams will be dammed while a trench is cut and then reopened when the cable has been laid through. OART’s principal concern is with the potential for
disruption of fish passage and possible damage to and silting up of spawning gravels as a result of
the work. We have expressed our concerns and these have been noted. Should approval be
given we can expect to be consulted on these issues. The preferred route has been mapped out in some detail but may be altered during
the planning process. Although the potentially less damaging HDD method will be used for the major crossings, no decision has been
taken on which of the smaller streams will be treated in this way. The last meeting of the Environment Project Liaison Group took place on
17 July 2012 and consultation closed on 8th August 2012. We await the outcome with interest.

Pepper’s pot pourri
A NEW ‘TICK’
One of the joys of studying natural history is finding something that you had never seen before. Birdwatchers take this
to the extreme with various ‘tick’ lists (life time list, year list, garden list, etc.) but we all get a buzz from something new.
I heard my first Barking Deer (or Muntjac), quite an intimidating sound, in Agmonds Wood,
Barcombe in September. I had seen one once before but never heard their distinctive monosyllabic bark.
The OART teams have been looking at the small invertebrates in the various small streams in the Ouse catchment since 2005. So far we have examined 219 samples and have probably found a large percentage of the
species of aquatic life that exists there. One hundred and three have been identified to species level as well as a
number, such as the larvae of Blackflies, Midges and Craneflies, which we only take to family level. One of the less common is the Hog
Louse or Water Slater (Asellus aquaticus) for which we have over 80 records. It prefers sluggish, muddy water where it feeds on detritus.
It resembles, and is related to, the common Wood Louse. Another close relative which lives in water, Asellus meridianus, (no English
name), is described as widespread and often common, but so far we have only seen two specimens, both found at different locations but,
extraordinarily, on consecutive days. Its relative scarcity is related to the fact that the Hog Louse is larger and dominant over its cousin.
We will be looking carefully for further specimens.
There are probably many more new finds awaiting us but some can be very difficult, even impossible, to identify accurately even with careful examination under a microscope. As they mostly hatch from eggs, some can be as small as 1 mm long when they start out in life but
we hope that our skills will improve and we will find some more new ‘ticks’.
On a completely different subject, the talk at the Linklater Pavilion by Olivia Laing was fascinating and so well attended that we seemed to
be in danger of running out of chairs. Olivia spoke about aspects of the River Ouse and its history that many of us had not thought about.
It was a pleasant diversion from our usual factual and scientific accounts of our activities.
Robin Pepper

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP ?
After about 15 years in the saddle, Sam St. Pierre has asked
to be relieved from being our events manager; the primary
reason being an increasing workload associated with other
aspects of the Trust’s activities. We have put out an appeal for someone to take on
this task at our AGM and in the last issue of our newsletter but so far have had a nil
response.
In the past we have put on displays at the South of England Show and have held an
“open day” at either Barcombe Mills or the Sussex Wildlife Trust centre at Woods
Mill. We are also periodically asked if we would like to exhibit at other events in the
region, these usually being no more than one or two in each year. If we don’t get a
volunteer to organise these events, OART will no longer have a presence at them.
Being involved in this sphere helps to keep OART in the public eye and can be a
means of getting more members and volunteers.
This is a very much “part time” job without too many deadlines to be met and most
of it can easily be done in your spare time.
If you are interested in knowing more about what is involved, please either email or
phone Sam for more information. He has assured us that he will be pleased to
show his successor the ropes and be available for help and advice.
Sam’s details: email – st.pierre@oart.org.uk or telephone 01273 400093

LECTURE SERIES
The next lecture will be held at the
Linklater Pavilion, Railway Lands, Lewes
WEDNESDAY, 21st NOVEMBER, 2012
Commencing at 7.30 pm
The Speaker will be

Dr Rory Mortimore
‘Chalk Formations of the South Downs’

23rd. JANUARY 2013
Dr James Ebdon
‘Microbial Water Quality
& The River Ouse’

Jim’s Diary
August—October 2012

AUGUST
After the rain stopped on 1st. August I ventured out around the village to collect rubbish and removed two large sacks full of litter thrown
from cars as usual. Even the village church had rubbish strewn around it. I removed two full carrier bags of litter which people had left after
their picnic under the Black Poplar. The bags contained empty wine bottles and wrappers from a picnic but why oh why leave it all behind
in the countryside. I could hear a Buzzard calling nearby as I worked. On 2nd. August there was an accident in Ivor’s Drove at Hamsey
where there was a fuel spillage and also an incident involving Railtrack contractors. Both incidents were attended to by the Environment
Agency. On 6th. August I had a walk around the Mills area and then on to Hamsey to check for any signs of oil after the clear up. A few
cans and bottles had been washed up on the tide but no sign of any oil thank goodness. The day was sunny and warm and this had
brought out a few anglers. I disturbed a fox which was had been fast asleep in the long grass on the river bank. I watched Reed Warblers
hopping about in the tall grasses beside the river and harvest was well underway.
The 10th. was sunny again and that day I had an appointment at Eastbourne District General Hospital for an eye test. A very good friend
kindly took me and I was pleased that all was well with my eyesight. We were rewarded by the sound and sight of four Merlins and the
Lancaster of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight passing over the town. The planes were accompanied by a Spitfire and a Hurricane close
by. The Lancaster looked splendid in the sunshine with its new paint. A sight that you don’t forget.
There was a good turnout of OART Task Force members on 12th. We worked in the Adur area on the Black Sewer to clear some bad
blockages in this little spawning stream that runs into the River Adur. We left it all clear with the added satisfaction of another good job
done by OART. So my grateful thanks to those volunteers who turned out on a warm and sunny day.
On 14th. we were treated to another fine and sunny day so I walked out along the banks of the Ouse and was soon
rewarded by the sight of two Kingfishers. I watched intently while two Sexton Beetles (or Burying Beetle) set about
busily interring the carcase of a Field Vole in fairly soft ground near the old railway. These beetles got their name
because of their activities ! On my return several hours later the carcase had disappeared.
I watched a small shoal of large Mullet in the Mill Pool at Barcombe Mills. They completely
ignored some pieces of bread I threw in for them. I picked up 32 plastic bags of dog mess
just left abandoned along the river bank. Why do people bother to collect the mess but
then leave it by the river ? Do they give a thought for the person who has to clear it up I asked myself. Saturday
18th. was the warmest day of the year and harvesting was in full swing so I hope the returns were good all around.
I went to the Mills on Monday 19th. to clear up after the weekend. Needless to say there was fair amount of rubbish in the form of plastic
bags, beer bottles plus even more dog mess. If only it were possible to ban these thoughtless people from the countryside.
On Sunday, 25th. a large number of anglers were out on the Ouse fishing for Catfish. This fish is one of the
many alien species and most certainly not wanted in the Ouse catchment. Nothing was seen or caught.
I had a very pleasant walk along the Uck on 28th. looking at the trees and the river in high summer. There was
the ever present invasive Himalayan Balsam, Impatiens glandulifera, so tall it was higher than my head. It has
its good points in that it is very popular with various sorts of bee. The plant has glands which produce an edible, sticky,
sweet-smelling nectar which the bees welcomed since they had endured a tough time of it this year. On Thursday, 30th.
I took a walk in sunshine and showers from Isfield to Lewes. I saw a White Egret being mobbed by Rooks and Crows
and was interested to watch as they switched to mobbing a Buzzard instead. Nearer to Lewes I saw a shoal of Mullet
feeding on a mud bank where there were signs of a Seal slide.
There appears to be more and more yellow flowered Common
verges. The County Council used to pull it up from roadside
and there is no legal obligation for landowners to remove it from
the plant toxic alkaloids are present and these regularly cause
to be the most injurious month for this poisonous weed to do
if eaten dried when contained in hay or silage bales as the dry-

Ragwort spreading in fields and
verges but this no longer happens
their land. However, in all parts of
loss of livestock through liver damage. August seems
damage to cattle and horses. It is particularly harmful
ing process does not affect the poisonous properties.

SEPTEMBER
Monday 3rd. September saw a walk along the Ouse to Barcombe Mills. As I passed the South East Water intake device or screen I noted
that it did not appear to be working. It is supposed to prevent Sea Trout Smolts and other types of fish from being drawn into the pumps. I
continued on and collected weekend rubbish as I went around the Mills. The flow was moderate in the river and I spotted several Sea
Trout Finnock under the bridge. Finnock are small Sea Trout in their first year after Smolt migration. They tend to move into and out of
fresh water with the tides but mainly gather at river estuaries.

I went out on 5th and decided to take a stroll around the lakes. The water level was very low with nothing running and the ground was rock
hard. There were plenty of Buzzards and I watched an Osprey make a very brief visit. Kingfishers were fishing for small fry along the lake
edges. The butterfly population had suffered but I observed a somewhat battered and tatty White Admiral and a couple of Commas on
blackberry flowers. A Green Woodpecker was doing his rounds on the ant hills. The 9th. was a warm and sunny day so I walked along
the banks of the Uck and watched a pair of Barn Owls hunting over rough ground. One flew past me close by and I could see a mouse or
vole in its beak. A large Fallow buck moved off along the bank on my approach. The day became warmer and I noticed the lack of Dragonflies. There was quite a strong odour of phosphate from the foam at Isfield sluice.
I walked down river from Lewes to Southease on 11th. The ground was still very dry and there were numerous Cormorants on the pylons.
I sat on the bank at Pull Bar and as I looked around me I thought of bygone life in the Ouse valley. There were places like White Wall at
Southease and the Brooks from Kingston to Rodmell with the main drain called the Celery Sewer. I thought of the cement traffic all those
years ago when I was frequently asked to open the bridge at Southease. This was a two man job. I spent a lot of time in that area when I
worked for the East Sussex River Board. I remembered the names of all the boats that used to call at Asham Wharf and I could almost
feel the ghosts of the past in the boats. The Ferrocrete and Celtic were the two regular boats along with Comerty Festivity. Will Everard
would be standing on Southease bridge at a full tide with red flag flying to tell the pilot the bridge was open and ready.
On Thursday, 13th. September I walked along the Bevern in very low flow and dry conditions all around. Cultivations were taking place in
dry and dusty conditions. The tractors were being followed by Gulls, Rooks and Crows looking for pickings. Five Buzzards were up above
me.
There was a good turn out for the Task Force on 16th. The work took place on a stream at Newtimber right under the foot of the South
Downs. I send my thanks to all who turned out that day.
There were a lot of complaints from the many people who use the footpath and White Bridge at Isfield because it was closed. The situation
is being dealt with by ESCC Rights of Way department.
I visited a very wet Bentley Wood Fair on 23rd. It was very interesting but spoilt by the weather.
On 25th. I attended the 91st. Birthday of one of our OART members. I had been to her husband’s 90th. birthday a
few days before. My congratulations to you both.
There was a very good turn out on 26th. to the first of the OART lecture series. Sixty-two people came to the
Linklater Pavilion at Lewes Railway Lands to hear Olivia Laing speak about her walk along the length of the Ouse from its source to the
sea at Newhaven. Olivia has written a book about her journey titled ‘To The River’.
Friday, 28th saw a visit by the trustees to the River Meander Project in Spring Meadows at Sheffield Park. It was very impressive and will
look even better when the wildflower hay meadows are in full flower.
I returned to the lower Ouse on 30th to look around Southease and over the old clay pit. There was a Seal and a shoal of Mullet in the
river. Overhead there were hundreds of Swallows and House Martins on the wing when a distraction took place in the form of a Sparrow
Hawk swooping in and trying for his lunch without success. I wondered if my House Martins were among them and as Autumn had just
begun I knew they would be leaving soon for the long flight ahead to Africa.
OCTOBER
There had been heavy rain overnight into the 1st. day of October. There was low cloud making it very overcast so I could not see the
Downs nor Blackcap. The river was up slightly with a bit of colour. I picked a few mushrooms in the playing field and decided I would have
bacon, egg and fresh mushrooms for tea.
On Thursday, 4th. October I walked along the Ouse and noticed how quickly nature’s bird larder for winter was maturing in the shape of a
very heavy crop of Hawthorn berries. Two species of Thrush over-winter here namely the Redwing and the Fieldfare. If you are standing
outside on an early October night you may be lucky enough to hear their contact calls as they arrive from Scandinavia. A clear sky and an
easterly wind is the key. I have heard them many a time. Perhaps the calls in bird talk mean “the larder is full”. They will have to be quick
though because the Blackbirds have started on the Hawthorn at the bottom of my garden already.
Sunday 7th. was an exciting day for me because I took a trip up through the village to the Lavender Line on a vintage traction engine from
Tinker’s Park. It was certainly a case of the past old days of farm machinery re-visited. The noises of the vintage weekend consisted also
of the thump thump thump of the Field Marshall and the diesel thumper of the train that used to run on the line as well as the steam train. It
was a very pleasant Sunday.
I close this diary to wish all of our farmers best wishes in what has been a very difficult year for them.
Many thanks too for all your help and access.
Good wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year 2013.
Jim Smith
OART Field Officer
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